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Dear Virginia Pilots:
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Happy New Year!!  And what a new year it will be for Pilot and the Virginia District!!!!  There are many more fun, informative and reviving Pilot adventures coming your way!!  Have you made your reservation for International Convention in Norfolk yet?  July 11-14, 2007 – at the Norfolk Marriott Waterside & Sheraton Waterside Hotels.  Registration is $215 if mailed before June 1!!
Just a few reminders:

Remember Your Sister Club!  Stay In Touch, Support and Get To Know Each Other!!
· [image: image6.wmf]Please remember to send a copy of your club’s newsletter to me, Pilot Headquarters and a copy to our ECR, Mary Sue Stages.

· Please remember to check your club email boxes frequently for PI Headquarter news.

· Please remember to send Secretary Monthly Reports to Governor and Secretary.

· Participation in “Anchor Advisor of the Year” competition.  Deadline for entries is January 15.  Is there an entry for a District Anchor Advisor of the Year?  Contact Karen Blevins for information.

· Evaluation of Club Manual is due by Jan. 15

· PIF Pacesetter Club Contributions must be postmarked no later than February 1 for Pacesetter recognition at District Convention.

· PIF $250 Goals and Grants contributions deadline is February 1 for those who did not meet the December 1 deadline.

· Nominations for District Officers due by February 1.

· Nominations for International Officers due by May 1.

· Change in District Convention – Chesapeake, April 13-15, 2007, Sheraton Oceanfront-Virginia Beach
· Do to some complications, the site of the convention has been changed – please note this in your calendars!!

· Remember the charge from Conference Planning Chair, Lorette Horsboll, the club with the highest percentage of attendance will receive a check for $50.00!  Enjoy the benefits of attending Fall Council, District Convention and International Convention!

· Future International Convention Sites:

· 2008 Phoenix, AZ – July 8-11, 2008

· 2009 San Diego, CA – July 7-10, 2009

In Pilot Love and Friendship, 

Dianne Guill 
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Courtney Elliott, Albemarle/Charlottesville, surgery

Kay & Howard Wright, Chesapeake, Howard suffered a stroke and is having a good recovery

Teenie Archbell, Chesapeake, suffering from back pain

Evelyn Hobbs, Chesapeake
Sandra Andrew’s father, Dan River Region

Anna Riddle’s father, Danville, receiving treatments through the Cancer Research Center in Maryland
Susan Carzoo, Hampton Roads, continuing with radiation

Lisa Seymour, Harrisonburg, emergency appendectomy

Frank Haden, Co-Pilot-Harrisonburg, hip replacement

Sheila Golden’s father, MAL, cancer

Shirley Eley, Suffolk, cancer of esophagus and liver – intensive radiation and chemotherapy treatments
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CONGRATULATIONS TO:

Shay Cochrane, Danville, birth of son, Jac

Pam Bell, MAL, Starting in January, Pam will host a talk show called Community Spotlight that will air on Winchester Comcast Cable Channel 6. She will talk one-on-one with elected officials in Winchester, Frederick and Clarke counties about their personal stories on a half-hour show that will air bi-weekly. This is a dream come true; something she’s always wanted to do.  She will keep her full-time job as Human Resources and Safety Manager at The Northern Virginia Daily newspaper in Strasburg, VA.
SYMPATHY TO:

Carolyn Williams, Dan River, loss of mother-in-law

Dianne Guill’s husband, Danville, loss of aunt

Audrey Smith, Harrisonburg, loss of sister-in-law
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We want to welcome our 14 new Pilot members in the Virginia District.  Thanks to the clubs for inviting friends and associates to join Pilot.  Keep up the good work of drawing awareness to Pilot.  A note to club treasurers - remember the Virginia District annual dues are pro-rated and keep decreasing through June.
Linda
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The holidays are over.  There are no gifts left under the tree.  There are no decorations left in the yard.  There are no yummy holiday goodies left…. except on our hips.  There are no twenty-four hour-a-day holiday music marathons left.  So what exactly is left?  Unfortunately, the children who were in need in December are left in need in January.  The people who had brain injury or illness in 2006 are left with their disabilities in 2007.  The people who were lonely before the holidays are left lonely after the holidays.  As much good as our Pilot projects did last year, they are still needed so much this year.  So what do we Pilots have left?  We have each other and that is a true blessing.  To varying extents we all have time, energy and resources.  To a great extent we have the desire to share our blessings…. to make our community a better place…. to make a difference.   Now is the time to push forward with our projects.  There is no one among us who can do everything but there is also not a single one of us who can’t do something.  Look at the projects your club offers and find yourself a place to fit in.  We can do it.  We are Pilots and Pilots do make a difference.  Mary Gentry 
PROJECT IDEAS – Hampton Roads
Share a Smile project. It is new for us this year. We deliver a bud vase with a flower to every resident of a local nursing home several times a year. We bought a whole box of bud vases from a local thrift store, and a local florist donates the flowers. We deliver for holidays that are not extremely popular for flower delivery (like Thanksgiving and St. Patrick's Day) so that we are not asking the florist for help at a time she can't give it. Then we have a flower party at a member's home the night before to stuff the bud vases. The next morning, we deliver and see lots of smiles! We reuse the bud vases, and the nursing home staff is helpful in ensuring that they are saved for us.
Fund Raising
Well another month has come and gone and I have missed hearing from you and your wonderful ideas.  Let me know what your club is doing so I can pass it on to those clubs that may want to change or want new ideas.  Convention is just around the corner and we will be starting a new year.  One of the things that you need to remember is that when you start a fundraiser, you will be more successful if you get things in order. You need to secure a location, have dedicated workers and have lots of publicity. Please let me hear from you soon or I will be calling you.

Pat Keith

FROM PI PRESIDENT BOBBI HUDSON

Linda Forester of the Florida District is going to do my farewell video since I know I cannot do a speech without crying through it. Please see if you have any photos of me that she could scan and use.  AND yes we want funny ones as well as serious ones and I know some of you have some REAL funny ones. Thank you!  Her email address is lsforester@yahoo.com

Bobbi
CLUB OPERATIONS
Remember that February is “Share Pilot” Month.  Information will be forthcoming in the February Bulletin!

Paulette
WHAT MY CAT HAS TAUGHT ME ABOUT LIFE
“There’s a Good Side of Change.”- “Shedding the old makes way for the new.” - Maggie

Things got real hairy around the Smith home this year when Maggie went through her twice-yearly molt.  Mr. Smith was heard requesting, “Please try to keep Maggie off my recliner; I don’t need the extra cushion from her shed fur.”  The Smith’s teenage daughter was heard moaning, “Mom, I left my Homecoming dress on my bed.  Maggie slept on it.  It’s covered with hair!”  Shedding is a normal and purposeful feline process.  Dead hairs loosen from the cat’s body allowing new hair to grow.  In the spring and fall, evidence of Maggie’s gray fur is everywhere in the house, particularly noticeable on the oriental rug and on Mr. Smith’s black suit legs.  Wisps of fur gather on the weather stripping along the doorjamb, and crisscross designs of hair lodge in the fuzzy leaves of the African Violet.  Fur clumps collect under the kitchen stools where Maggie begs for tidbits, and fur clings to the textured wallpaper where she props her ample body.  When Maggie’s shed fur began annoying everyone, a few good changes occurred.  As Maggie changed her fur coat, the Smiths changed too.  Patsy Smith bought lint rollers for each family member and a new vacuum attachment designed for furniture.  Their daughter, Crystal, began hanging up her clothes.  Mr. Smith volunteered to brush Maggie each evening.  All the changes helped.  Albeit, Mr. Smith continued mumbling through his moustache. “That cat!”

Shedding old ways and adopting new ones is a lifelong process.  Older folks are sometimes resistant to change, but youth also struggle in the throes of any alteration. Nevertheless, the passages of change foster growth. So, think positively about change.  Regard it instead as an Exchange – the surrender of one thing to gain another.  Like Maggie, shake loose of the old and prepare for the new.













































