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Dear Virginia Pilots:
September is Foundation month!!  Remember your Pilot Sweethearts and your Foundation this month.  This will be a busy month for the PI staff as they are moving out of the College Street Building and relocating to their temporary quarters at 3588 Riverside Dr. in Macon, GA 31210.  PI Headquarter will not answer phones until September 6 in order for the staff to unpack and get settled but they will reply to e-mail and phone messages as time permits, please be patient during this momentous transition.  After this date, all mailing addresses, phone and fax numbers will remain the same.  The construction of the new Heritage Center, which is estimated to take a year, will begin soon.  The Groundbreaking ceremony is planned for October 18th – and what better way to celebrate Founders’ Day!!  

· Everyone should have received their invitation and call to convention to attend the 2006 “Pilots for All Seasons” Fall Council in Portsmouth the weekend of October 20-22 at the Holiday Inn-Olde Towne!  

· As outlined in the mini agenda – we are planning an enthusiastic and exciting event.  We would love to have everyone present.  Suffolk is even talking to their Anchors about attending – wouldn’t that be grand to have Anchors from around the district?!  Please talk with and invite your Anchors to attend with you if possible. 

· Please remember to bring your labels from Pepperidge Farms, and Campbell Products for our speaker on Saturday night as part of our service project.  

· Of course – don’t forget your items for the Silent Auction to benefit funds for Bobbi in her year as President.  

· I know that I am getting excited about workshops and the afternoon aboard the American Rover or the walking tour around Old Town Portsmouth.  If you have not received any information, please contact Christine Drake 111 Williamson Rd Portsmouth VA 23707 or me.

Two New Pilot Clubs!!
The Pilot Club of Philadelphia, Mississippi was organized July 14, 2006 by the Pilot Club of New Albany, MS and chartered on August 19th. A new club in Kiev, Ukraine will be chartered soon thanks to the generosity of several sponsoring Pilots.
Just a few reminders:

· Official Visits began in August and have been very rewarding – for those of you who have not yet been visited and have not submitted your information – please have it in as soon as possible
· Still need some Club Approved Division Plans, Programs, and Budgets sent to District Governor with a copy to PI Headquarters and Governor Elect.  Please do not hesitate to ask if you need some help or suggestions
· Still need some PEP Reports that were due to PI Headquarters with a copy to Governor and Governor Elect
· Club Presidents – Please share your First Club Mailing that was mailed the middle of August with the appropriate persons in your club and your club members; Remember to check your PI Club Mailbox frequently and prior to your board and club meetings for information that you can share with club members.  The website is: www.pilotinternational.org-resources/clubmailings
· Remember to send your membership reports to District Secretary Jane Foster with a copy to me

· October is Membership Month and the beginning of the Optional St. Jude Letter writing campaign

· October 28 is Make a Difference Day

· Anchor Clubs annual Treasurer’s Report, dues, updated Handbooks and pins and manuals need to be ordered by November 1
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· 2007 Norfolk VA – July 11-14, 2007 – The invitation was included in the President’s Club Mailing – at the Norfolk Marriott Waterside & Sheraton Waterside Hotels.  We are going to experience many wonderful activities as we “prime our wings and fly into Norfolk for Pilot Friendship, Fun and Laughter . . .”

· 2008 Phoenix, AZ – July 8-11, 2008

· 2009 San Diego, CA

· District Convention – Chesapeake, April 13-15, 2007, Holiday Inn, Greenbrier

In Pilot Love and Friendship, Dianne Guill
CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

HAPPINESS
Happiness is found in simple things-

A perfect day, or the joy it brings

To know the sweat of honest toil

In God’s own rich, life-giving soil.

Happiness is found in a promise kept,

In tears of compassion, silently wept

For those whose burdens are greater than ours;

In the words of a song, and books and flowers.

Happiness is found in a word of cheer,

A blessing shared, a friend held dear,

In quiet meditation, true gentleness,

In grace through prayer, and a child’s caress.

Happiness is found in discipleship,

In kindness to others, and good fellowship,

Gratefulness for a land where freedom rings.

Happiness is found in simple things.

Myrtle Freeman

A SMILE

It costs nothing, but creates much.

It enriches those who receive it, without

impoverishing those who give it.

It happens in a flash and the memory

of it sometimes lasts forever.

No one can get along without it.

It creates happiness in the home,

fosters goodwill in business

and is the countersign of friends.

It’s rest to the weary,

daylight to the discouraged,

sunshine to the sad,

and nature’s best antidote for trouble.

Yet it can’t be bought,

begged, borrowed, or stolen,

bor it’s something that is not earthly good

to anyone until it’s given away.

PI CHAPLAIN:

Nancy Rudnick

2602 E 41 Street

Davenport, Iowa 52807
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GET WELL WISHES AND PRAYERS TO:

Susan Carzoo, Hampton Roads, chemotherapy treatments

Irene Woolridge, Isle of Wight, recovering from knee surgery

Anna Riddle’s father, Danville, father not responding to Chemotherapy treatments

Shirley Eley, Suffolk, undergoing tests and surgeries

Willis Eley, Co-Pilot of Shirley, Suffolk, diagnosed with asthma

Sarah Leigh Jones, Suffolk, hip replacement surgery

Georgie Copeland, Suffolk, recovering from surgery

Janice Holland, Nansemond River, shoulder surgery

Audre Lawson, Hampton Roads, several complications at one time

Eunice Rountree, Hampton Roads, health problems

CONGRATULATIONS TO:

Cathy Wolford Richards, Suffolk, recently married

Deborah Harrell, Nansemond River, grandmother-to-be

Mitzi Carpenter, Nansemond River, received guardianship papers for adoptive son

SYMPATHY TO:

Nancy Henrick, Past PI President, death of mother

Pat Wallace, Danville, death of step father-in-law

SEPTEMBER IS:  PILOT INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION SWEETHEART MONTH -- the month when one of your club members is recognized and honored for her/his participation in the many facets of the club and our Foundation.  The candidate should:
· Be active in an assigned role within the club.
· Promote and support the Foundation and its activities.
· Be active in a project that exemplifies the brain-related service focus of the Foundation.
· Be faithful in attending meetings and give generously of her/his time to assist with service projects and fund-raising activities.
Club members may nominate and vote on their choice for sweetheart or a committee may be appointed by the club members to select the club's (one) sweetheart.  Multiple sweethearts are not accepted and the club should resolve a tie.
REMEMBER-The club sweetheart's name (only one name per club) and a minimum donation of $25 should be sent to the Foundation postmarked by SEPTEMBER 30 to insure listing in the Spring issue of THE PILOT LOG.  It is regretful that photos and bios cannot be printed due to the numerous Sweetheart honorees
Dot Franklin, VA District, PIF Representative

PROJECTS

Yes!  We DO Matter.

Jacey Eckhart is a columnist for the Virginian Pilot.  One of her recent articles began by saying that people just aren’t joiners any more.  They have e-mail.  They have the Internet.  They have cell phones.  So just leave them alone.  Committees, clubs, group activities are not relevant.  But she quickly segues into research done by Sociologist Jean Twenge who wrote the book  “Generation Me:  Why Today’s Young People Are More Confident, Assertive, Entitled – and More Miserable Than Ever Before”  (Free Press).  The article was fairly long but made the point that a junk food diet of instant messages, etc., will never satisfy like a healthy food diet of live, in-person interaction.  Those of us who were fortunate enough to attend the convention in Atlanta met and heard from the people that are helped by our projects.  Real people with needs helped by real people who care.  I hope we can find a way to bring the emotional impact of that session to all of our clubs and to all potential members.  No one who was there needs to ask if Pilot is relevant….if our projects really matter.

We are using the Bulletin this year to share project ideas from all our fourteen clubs.  Give careful consideration to each article.  It’s share ware to be used as needed.  Stay with what you are doing.  Start totally new projects.  Just make a few changes here and there.  But definitely stay on course.  Our projects do make a difference.  Pilot does make a difference.  Mary Gentry 
PROJECT IDEAS - From Albemarle/Charlottesville

Our club does a lot with seniors.  We visit nursing homes every week.  We give parties on all holidays except Halloween.  We support lifeline and have for a long time.  We do support the local schools with equipment some years but the last few years we have given money to be used for elementary children that can’t afford to go on field trips.  The schools do a lot of field trips, which gets expensive for low-income families.  We also collect flower vases and donate them to the local hospitals so every patient will have flowers when they are admitted.  We also donate used magazine to the assisted living establishments.
Governor Elect
Hi All!

Thank you to all who have sent in their Club Rosters.  I was excited to see that I was adding more names than I was deleting on the Fall Council mailing labels.  Keep up the good work!  Speaking of Fall Council, we are working hard to plan some new and exciting workshops, so be sure to join us in Portsmouth for a GREAT weekend.

I am excited about making Official Visits in the next two months and am hoping to visit the remaining clubs at some point during the year.  Please include me in your club newsletter mailings so that I can see what exciting things you are planning and doing!  

Janet

SENIORS’ PROGRAM REPRESENTATIVE

Club Presidents; please let me know what your club is doing for the senior citizens in your respective communities.  You may email me at mritter51@charter.net .  Thank you

Marion

LEADERSHIP COORDINATOR

One definition of leadership is “the process that takes place in groups in which one member influences the behavior of other members toward some common goal.”  Strange it may seem, but everyone is a leader.  Though we may not realize it, at some point on any given day, someone is watching and following our lead.  There is always someone who sees in each of us what he/she admires and wishes to emulate:  our drive to succeed, our ability to create, our defiance of a current trend, our interaction with other people, our very attitude about life itself.  Once we recognize the influence we have upon others, we are better equipped to develop our personalities into becoming the best we can become, not just for our personal advancement, but also for the betterment of society in general.

It is my goal as leadership coordinator to encourage each Pilot in the Virginia District to identify and develop his/her natural talents and skills, first for personal enhancement and ultimately to strengthen the organization in our pursuit of “Friendship and Service” as we demonstrate that Pilot Is Great!  The Eyes of Leadership will come to you in monthly installments in each Governor’s Bulletin.  Look for the first “eye” in October. Ann Lovingood,

NOTES OF THANKS

It was a wonderful convention in Atlanta.  We Virginia Pilots were so proud to see our Bobbi installed as President of Pilot International.  Little did I know that the next day I would become ill and end up in the hospital for 11 days.  I have been overwhelmed by the response from my Pilot sisters.  Thank you for your many cards, phone calls and your prayers for my recovery.  I’m home now recuperating and feeling stronger each day.  Thank you dear ones  - there is nothing like my PILOT FAMILY.

Audrey Smith

WHAT MY CAT HAS TAUGHT ME ABOUT LIFE

Affirm Someone Every Day – “Rubbing people the right way is a great method for showing affection.” – Hiss ’n Spit

Hiss ‘n Spit is the name our family christened an orange neighborhood cat who often appears on our back porch.  Whoever is first to notice his arrival calls the rest of the family together.  His peculiar behavior both bewilders and delights us.  His combination of vacillating emotions is a strange mix.  He begins his greeting with a firm rub against the nearest knee, and then alternates with hissing, purring, growling, or meowing.  His intermittent rubs are the best gesture in his repertoire.  Walking in figure eights, he breaks his stride often to give his affectionate rubs.  His script of noises may then shift between hissing displeasure and purring delight.  My son’s assessment is, “pretty weird cat, Mom.”  When Hiss ‘n Spit arrives, we try to remember that amidst his growling, spitting, and groaning is the welcome purring, plus a lot of affirming rubs that make his visits worthwhile.  We all agree that his frequent caresses are worth tolerating his other sentiments.  We have learned from Hiss ‘n Spit how helpful it is to affirm one another with encouraging words and warm hugs.  Though we have moments in our family when any one of us might hiss or growl, we seem to recover more quickly when we extend affection to each other.

The journey of life is marked with emotions as varied as a cat’s.  Living through mixed joys and assorted sorrows, people gain strength by giving and receiving approbation along the way.  When days are punctuated with pauses for affection, those who give are renewed and those who receive are strengthened.














































